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I* Overland Supply of Troops la Tibet 
A. Troop Plspositleaxs ,1a Tibet 

Chinese Cosswaaist Combat forces in the Tibet Military Region are 
presently divided. Sato two sajior groups. One grovp is cancentrated is, the 
general vicinity of Lhasa and the other in the area around Ch'assg-tu ia, 
eastern Tibet. The Chinese have been forced to divide their forces In 
this manner because the road between Ch’ang-tu and Lhasa has been closed 
by a corabinatian of difficult terrain, unfavorable eliaate , and rebel 
activity. 

1. Supply of Troops oyer the Ifeiagfral-gibet Highway 

Coofeat units in the Lhasa area are supplied over the Golao- 
Tbn.e s section of the Tsinghai -Tibet highway. This 1,300 aile read origin- 
ates at two points * to the east at X/m-chou and to the north (across the 
Tsaidaet Basin) at Hsia-tuag - a transfer point on the Trans -Slakteag 
Railroad line* as branches fro® the north and east meet at Golan oa the 
southern edge of the Tml&m Basin . Although both routes leading into 
Golao can be utilized for logistic purposes, the branch running north to 
Hsia-tmg appears at present to be the gain supply route for the Lhasa 
area. 

The basic capacity of the Hsia-tung - Qoimo- •* Xhaes route is 
estimated at 32 trucks per hour la each direction or 960 tons each vay 
per 10-hour day. Using only the transport vehicles organic to Use infantry, 
artillery, and motor transport units in the arm, the Chinese Coasaujiste 
could deliver approximately 520 tens of all classes of military supplies 
to Lhasa. The difference between total tonnage and tonnage delivered 
represents fuel consumed. The daily supply requirements of units 
dependent on the Hsia-tung - Qolao - lhasa route are approximately 60 
tons per 15,000 aaa, or a total of 3<SB tons per day* Thus, there is aa 
mused capacity of 152 terns, enough to support m additional 38,000 aen 
under assumed present daily requirements . 

2. Siaply of droops over the sSteclfrJua-a.be t Highway 

Chinese Cosiaamist combat units in the Ch'aog-tu urea are 
supplied over the Szeehiiua-Tibet highway, frogs the eastern end of the 
road at Ch'eag-tu, la Seeehyan province, supples must be trucked about 
700 miles to Ch'ang-tu or about 500 ailes to lincbing. The baste capacity 
of the Ch’eag-tu - Cb'ang-tu section of the rente is estianted at about 
half the capacity of the Hala-tmg - Golao - Ihaea route, or 16 trucks 
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extended period of tiae. If necessary, some aircraft could be diverted 
to aove tMs amount of toraa®* to otosr airfields la Tibet. M Increase 
*** the supply reqnireiBeat of tarots in the Ch*ang-tu - iliacfaing area to pAQ 
per day could be headed on Hie- Csech^m-Slhet highway, ulth about 
m tons to spare. Ho airlift would tie retailed. la the' Oartok area aa 
Increase' in toe supply rasuiremnt.ta 13 teas per day would not tax the 
capability of' the Stakiaag-Tibet M^s4jy ovar which aa additional 37 tons 
per day could be delivered during that period sat the year la w hich the 
road |» operable. 


ux. 


jgf ..Frocps la Tibet her Airlift 


Chinese Caeouolst Mr Force is estimated to have 30 c-*6'», 

10& U-fib, 35 11-1%, 5 M-125 a, % Il«l$g and a master of asadler aircraft 
at pres ent which might be suitable for forward area operation sad airdrops. 
"* eda itto n, an estimated 2D TU-4 boater aircraft owned by nhirm also have 
bees converted to transport turn. 2» lift capacity of the aircraft varies, 
of course, with toe distance required to be flora,- Airfield# at Chtong-tu, 
HsX 4ik ixin I 4l # &xux S JL & x i i*K&* ocmsb U LtoXy "to 1h& m £qt nn 

airllf t eperahira into Tibet, averags distance from these fields to 
the tm& m r Lhasa is about 790 nautical ailee (l,4$o Mi- actors) or 
about 1,-560 nautical Biles for the round trip# 

If the entire preseat pe a & of transport aircraft la the Chinese 
C««raist Mr Force is treated mm unit, its lift capability, at am trip 
per aircraft, to Tibet is apprca&a&tftly 790 short- teas for the piston engine 
aircraft which eoosua® aviation gasoline and 60 abort tons for the four 
IL*l8s which eoasisse kerosene. If an airlift operation involving all 
existing military trm^port in the Chinese Mr Force is mounted, and each 
Mreraft operates 1$ times pear month 4 total of 11,700 short tona of 
supplies could be moved to Tibet per month or an average of 390 g fo»r t toss 
.per day by toe piston engine transports rad 200 short tons per Month or 
30 short tons average per day by toe IL-lSs for a total of 12,600 short 
tons per aatto. or teo short tone per averse day. 

®» Aora estimated capacity operation would be difficult to raiatala 
extended period of time, because of axtotraarae requiresarats for 
mi l i tar y transport aircraft elsewhere in China, afcracver, ground ei^port 
mqxd&seitt and supplies would also have to be transported to Tibet ia order 
to attain toe airlift. Therefore, it is sore rrassrable -to-assrae that 
rach of the transport aircraft would not be used more often than every third 
day eg? ten times per month. If tola ia toe case, a total, of 7,900 short 
tons of supplies could be sawed to Tibet per month or 2 St> short teas per 
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were mMM, re stilting in capacity fir near capacity use of the roads 
mvt in a supples jcc tary airlift, the ailitaiy forces would caasu2e petrol® us 
at an smml rate of nearly 390,000 tons. 

Sfetsl availability of petroleum products la Ccmfiaaist 'diim, fr«a 
dosaestic product I® toportB, was 7 *3 Mill ion tons in 1959 * *be 1^60 
figure will probably be about 8.8 million tons. At present, the military 
reauiresasaat for petroleum in Tibet on an annual bests, is about egj®l to 
ZA percent of national availability to 1959. If total military eupply 
requireiaentB were doubled, toe anmml military requirement for petroleua 
in Tibe t would be e<jual to about H.fc percent of rational a vailab ility in 
i 960 . If the 7.3 million tons available in 1959 about $17,000 tone were 
aviation fuel. If the Tibet cferatifa Is increased to the extent that 
aircraft are- used to supplement road transport, fuel raqoi resents for 
operations of the transport aircraft would be ease 106,000 tons., 

+T*nmtf jm would represent 17 percent of the aviation fuel available in 19609 

that i960 iugprt© are about equal bo those of 1959 * The actual 
a vailabili ty of aviation fuel in I960, however, will depend upon the 
diamo nd for It as it is nearly all imported. 

ft is bell «waft that petrolena for Tibet is silled fro® the 
refineries at Yu-ssea, Xan**chcni, and leng-bu in the- Tsai 4 s» 7 - Saala. In 
1959 these three refineries produced J&£,(XX) tons of gasoline and diesel 
fuel.. estimated military requirements for Tibet were about m percent 

of this production. 

C. ' .good 

«taw» population of Tibet was 1 . 2 ? million according to the latest 
Ccaaffisoist sfctoeae statement. Tibet has traditionally produced alaost all 
the food end clo thing re^ulreaents of the Tibetan people* Some of the 
po pulation are Chiaeee, however, and more Chinese warbers have been brou^it 
ia for the barer . and - other Industrie and to construct and - repair roads. 
Pood for the troops stationed to Tibet is about 78,00© tone 

per year. At the outside the present amount of food nested fro® the 
■ g&mm rarasssy to support the Chimera to Tibet say be as asrsb as 200,000 
tens per year- This is a negligible proportion of the Bl million tone of 
grain that the Chinese govewarent collected during 1959 for distribution 
to the urban popolatism, to the military for export, and far redistribution, 
to rural areas . IM if the food requirements for the Chinese civilians 
to Tibet are doubled, total imports of food, into Tibet would cot exceed 




25X1 A 




25X1A 


300*000 toas per year. Grain collected, in Goaggualat China is es^ected to 
increase % 3 siillion tone in i960. If the revolt in Tibet should disrupt 
local production of food, however, it is conceivable that food imports 
%&&& hams t» he increased ia order to prevent starvation. among the 
Tibetans. 
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